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Program 
	

Wednesday 15 
17.30 Keynote talk  

 

- Living at the edges? Human responses to the onset of the post-Holocene Climatic Optimum 
aridity (Marco Madella) 

 

18.00 Rooftop aperitivo  

Thursday 16 
9.30-11.00 Presentations 

 

- Welcome and Introduction (Stefano Biagetti and Carla Lancelotti) 
- Beyond the visible in arid lands: geoarchaeological tools deciphering empty spaces (Andrea 

Zerboni) 
- Mobility and land-use in the Upper Palaeolithic of the Levant  

(Hannah Parow-Souchon) 
- The Initial Upper Palaeolithic of the semi-arid Levant and its Mediterranean counterpart 

(Dirk Leder) 
- Ancient agricultural settlement in ‘Uvda Valley, Southern Negev Desert, Israel (Uzi Avner) 

 

11.00-11.30 Coffee break 

11.30-13.00 Presentations 

 

- Detecting and interpreting archaeological mega-structures for animal trapping in the Middle 
East and Central Asia (Rémy Crassard) 

- Occupation de la Tassili du Fadnoun (Tassili Azger, Algérie) durant le Néolithique. Réflexions 
autour de la diversité architecturale des monuments funéraires d'après les données 
obtenues par  prospection aérienne, pédestre et satellitaire (Berkani Hayette) 

- Are the oases scattered in the empty desert space? Learning from present to understand 
the past (Juan Puigdefabregas) 

- Empty spaces are new places. The occupation of the Egyptian Western Desert at the end 
of the Middle Holocene (Marina Gallinaro) 

- Here comes the rain again. Rain-fed cultivations in drylands: a marginal landuse strategy? 
(Carla Lancelotti) 

 

13.00-14.00  Lunch 
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14.00-15.30 5 presentations 

 

- Developing remotely-sensed proxies for the study of late Holocene human–environment 
interactions in remote arid lands: a case study from the Central Sahara (Stefano Biagetti) 

- Between desert and sea: nomads and merchants in Western Somaliland 
(Jorge de Torres Rodríguez) 

- An archaeological study of trade and exchange in Kiawa, Northwest-Nigeria 15th-19th 
Centuries AD (Aliyu Isa Adamu) 

- Environment History and Memory: An evaluation of drought and dry periods in south-central 
and south-eastern Zimbabwe, 1940-present, and its archaeological implications (Acquiline 
Chimwanda) 

- Rethinking the peripheries of the periphery? Investigating social integration, environmental 
strategies, and the importance of local dynamics at the Kalahari's edge (ca. CE 700-1700) 
through aerial and geophysical surveys (Carla Klehm) 

 

15.30-16.00 Coffee break 

16.00-17.30 4 presentations 

 

- Human exploitation of wild grass seed in the Namib Desert during the 2nd millennium AD: 
how hunter-gatherers achieved food security in a hyper-arid environment (John Kinahan) 

- Modelling the ancient food security and palaeoenvironments: An archaeobotanical study of 
food crops and crop fields of the Zimbabwe Culture site of Chibvumani in Zimbabwe 
(Joseph Chikumbirike) 

- Just a place to die? Investigating structural variability and spatial distribution of monumental 
funerary structures in Wādi Halfayin (Ad Dakhiliyah, Sultanate of Oman) (Eugenio 
Bortolini) 

- Crossing the plateau - movement, interaction, interconnection, and transmission on the 
Iranian plateau in prehistory (Cameron A. Petrie) 

 

17.30-18.30 Discussion 

19.00 Social dinner 
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Friday 17 
9.45 -11.15 5 presentations 

 

- Chalcolithic site of Maidanetske, central Ukraine (4100-3600 BCE) between mega-site and 
steppe development (Marta Dal Corso) 

- Traveling through the desert: the inter-valley areas of the north coast of Peru in the Chimú 
and Inca Period (900-1532 AD) (Camille Clement) 

- Local diversification of pastoralist strategies in the arid/foothill ecotones of Central Asia 
(Michael Frachetti) 

- Pastoralist Geo-Ethnoarchaeology in mobile communities from Eastern Mongolia Gobi 
Desert Steppe (Natalia Égüez) 

- Human-environment interactions in the Inner Syrdarya delta during the 2nd and 1st 
millennia BC: the creation of the Chirik Rabat culture (Gianluca Bonora) 

 

11.15-11.45 Coffee break 

11.45-12.30  3 Presentations 

 

- Managing a Central Asian dryland: a multi-scalar and multi-temporal perspective from 
Samarkand (Uzbekistan) (Simone Mantellini) 

- Understanding the interaction between farmers and herders in the Murghab Alluvial Fan 
(Turkmenistan) through the excavation of the Late Bronze Age site of Togolok 1 (Barbara 
Cerasetti) 

- Title TBA (Gianluca Frinchillucci) 
- Ancient traces of what? The representation of drylands and pastoral systems  

(Saverio Kratli) 
 

12.30-14.00 Discussion and final remarks 
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Abstracts 
 

Wednesday 15 17.30 

 

Marco Madella (CaSEs Research Group, Universitat Pompeu Fabra and IMF-CSIC and ICREA) 

 

Living at the edges? Human responses to the onset of the post-Holocene Climatic Optimum aridity 

 

The end of the Holocene Climatic Optimum (the Mid-Holocene transition at ca. 5 kya BP) 

marked a turning point in several regions of the Old World. A general decrease in water 

availability determined a transformation of continental ecosystems, with notable effects on 

natural resources. North African savannas turned into deserts or semi-deserts, not differently 

than many areas in the Arabian peninsula and the Far East, that changed, with few exceptions, 

into significantly drier contexts. Yet, in the frame of widespread drying, local geomorphological 

and physiographic settings mitigated or enhanced the outcome of the aridification process. 

Human societies reacted in different ways, ranging from the collapse and migration, to adaptation 

and shifts to new strategies of food security. Clearly, local sequences are key to understand the 

development of the human-environment interactions, local adaptations, and frequentation pulses. 

In this paper, we review selected examples of successful adaptation to arid lands, from the Late 

Holocene to the present, focusing on the variety and originality of human responses to the onset 

of new environmental conditions. The aim of this presentation is to outline a different 

perspective on human exploitation of arid lands, highlighting stories of resilience and continuity in 

occupation of areas generally described as inhospitable. Finally, we suggest reconsidering the 

hypotheses that view the post-Holocene Climatic Optimum cultural trajectories merely in terms 

of abandonment and societal collapse. 
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Thursday 16 – 9.30-11.00 

 

Stefano Biagetti and Carla Lancelotti (CaSEs Research Group, Universiatat Pompeu 

Fabra, Spain) 

 

Empty spaces or creative interfaces? A multi-scalar perspective on current dryland archaeology 

 

Flexibility, opportunism, and resilience: these are the factors driving human life in low-resource 

environments such as arid and semi-arid lands. Recent research in Old World’s drylands is 

progressively reverting traditional assumptions and paradigms, revealing unexpected scenarios for 

past human frequentations of African and Asian deserts. Doubtlessly, the end of the Middle 

Holocene climatic optimum posed new challenges to past societies, which reacted in a different 

way to a set of climatic disturbances occurred during the fourth and third millennia BC. The 

onset, and/or increase of arid conditions triggered a broad spectrum of responses, ranging from 

societal collapse to adaptation to the new settings. The archaeology of drylands has generally 

focused on main settlements with permanent or semi-permanent water resources, such as oasis 

or river systems. Yet, the ‘outside world’ set at the periphery been the place of often-neglected 

innovation and development. Mixed agro-pastoralism, rapid shifts in settlement pattern, 

expedient farming practiced by nomadic herders, and other less known strategies have likely 

played a crucial role in coping with erratic rainfalls and patchy resources. A previously unknown 

set of late prehistoric and historical vestigial remains in the form of tombs, settlements, forts, 

campsites, quarries, and rock art from the last five millennia is currently under the spotlight and 

testifies of the success of these strategies. Ranging from large-scale approaches, mainly using 

Earth Observation techniques, to micro-scale investigations focused on resources exploitation, 

different research projects are establishing new baselines for the comprehension of the cultural 

trajectories at the dawn of the current arid period. Due to their patchy and scarce vegetation, 

low urbanization, excellent visibility of archaeological remains, and often exceptional state of 

preservation, drylands are an ideal scenario for the application of non-destructive, non-invasive, 

and cost-effective investigations. In this symposium, we aim at gathering scholars actively engaged 

in research projects in hot and cold drylands that use a multi-proxy approach for the 

reconstruction of past-to-present human-environment interactions. 
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Andrea Zerboni (Department of Earth Science, University of Milan, Italy) 

 

Beyond the visible in arid lands: geoarchaeological tools deciphering empty spaces 

 

In the last decades, the archaeological and geoarchaeological research in Old World’s drylands, 

and especially in North Africa, the Levant, and the Arabian Peninsula, has been concentrating on 

the so-called Holocene humid period. Many scholars have investigated the first millennia of the 

Holocene, which saw an enhanced availability of water and natural resources sustained by 

monsoonal precipitations, thus promoting the human exploitation of a large number of ecological 

niches. On the contrary, little attention is given to what happened after the Mid-Holocene 

transition, when a gradual or abrupt shift to arid climatic conditions heavily affected landscape 

units and human groups living therein. As a consequence, the Mid-Late Holocene human-

environmental dynamic in arid lands is less know, and generally interpreted in negative terms of 

abandonment or societal collapse. This represents a sort of climatic determinism, which implies 

the intrinsic inability of traditional societies to cope with new, harsh environmental conditions. 

This is unrealistic, and few, recent, case studies suggest that late prehistoric and early historic 

communities were able to perform efficient responses to climatic and environmental changes, 

introducing new subsistence strategies, exploiting different ecological niches, and relocating 

settlements and populations. Unfortunately, the interpretation of new survival strategies is 

hampered by the poor preservation of the archaeological record. Moreover, to understand the 

reaction of human communities to environmental changes a detailed reconstruction of past 

climate on the basis of high-resolution archives is mandatory. In this perspective, geoarchaeology 

offers many tools useful in interpreting the hidden archaeological record and in interpreting the 

trajectory followed by past human groups to survive landscape changes. This contribution will 

consider some recent case studies from arid lands, demonstrating (i) the ability of ancient 

societies to find original solution to cope with environmental changes, and (ii) the utility of 

geoarchaeological tools in disclosing information embedded in the archaeological record. 
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Hannah Parow-Souchon (University of Cologne, Germany) 

 

Mobility and land-use in the Upper Palaeolithic of the Levant 

 

The PhD thesis, of which the final results shall be presented, is concerned with the 

reconstruction of Late Pleistocene settlement dynamics and mobility in the Southern Levant. A 

dataset is used spanning the timeframe from the Early Ahmarian to the beginning of the 

Epipalaeolithic. The spatial distribution of the sites in relation to environmental conditions and 

resources (water and raw material) is evaluated in the context of the spatial distribution of 

Pleistocene sediments. A statistical evaluation of environmental factors which significantly explain 

the variability in the dataset shall be given and particularities in site locality choice for the 

different cultural units highlighted. Furthermore, an attempt is made to separate discrete 

functional units of sites through the evaluation of the representation of the reduction sequences 

preserved on site, the working time, the diversity of the tool assemblages as well as indications 

for curational activities. In general, the Upper Palaeolithic of the Levant is characterised by a 

stable residential mobility system adapted to the patchy distribution of resources. A stable use of 

the environment can be contrasted to a highly dynamic cultural development. 
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Dirk Leder (University of Cologne, Germany) 

 

The Initial Upper Palaeolithic of the semi-arid Levant and its Mediterranean counterpart 

 

Research during the last decades has highlighted considerable variability among Initial Upper 

Palaeolithic sites in the Middle Eastern Levant. While Mediterranean sites north of Israel 

provided a more or less monotonous picture of techno-typological traits (Ksar Akil, Abou Halka, 

Üçagizli Cave), the adjacent semi-arid zone yielded more variable assemblages in terms of 

technology and chronology (Boker Tachtit, Tor Sadaf, Umm el Tlel, Al-Ansab 2). The 

presentation will illustrate such differences on one the hand, but will particularly emphasize 

socio-economic factors such as proximity to lithic raw material and water sources, biome, site 

function, and inferred mobility patterns. The consistency of assemblage groups based on techno-

typological traits is then tested against groups based on socio-economic data using multivariate 

statistical analyses, thus promoting a more differentiated picture of the Levantine Initial Upper 

Palaeolithic. 
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Uzi Avner (The Dead Sea-Arava Science Center, Israel) 

 

Ancient agricultural settlement in ‘Uvda Valley, Southern Negev Desert, Israel 

 

Uvda Valley, 40 km NNW of the Gulf of ’Aqaba, is hyper-arid, with 20 mm annual average 

precipitation, 3600 mm of potential annual evaporation and summer temperature over 400C. 

Nevertheless, a vast farming settlement system has been developed here, beginning ca. 6000 BC. 

To date, 756 ancient sites are recorded in an unfinished archaeological survey, on an area of only 

60 sq km. These include stone built habitations, corrals, agricultural installation, remains of vast 

cultivated fields based on ‘limans’ (1200 hectares), many cult and burial sites, and others. The 

density of sites here is the highest known in the entire Negev and the Sinai desert. During the 

survey and excavations, ample agricultural tools were found, including flint adzes, two stone 

plough tips, the oldest presently known in the world (ca. 4000 BC), hundreds of sickle blades, 

hundreds of grinding stones and others. Thirty two threshing floors, sledge blades and botanical 

remains of domesticated barley and wheat indicate the importance of farming, olive pits and 

pollen of vine attest to horticulture, while tabular flint scrapers, bones of small cattle and layers 

of dung in corrals represent the economy aspect of herding. Settlement in ‘Uvda reached its peak 

during the 3rd millennium BC and continued even in the EB IV, during which the Near East 

experienced a severe crisis, most probably due to an abrupt climate change. The state of 

preservation of ancient remains in ‘Uvda Valley prompts a reevaluation of our notions of past life 

in the desert in general. 
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Thursday 16 – 11.30-13.00 

 

Rémy Crassard (CNRS, Lyon, France) and Olivier Barge (CNRS, Jalès, France) 

 

Detecting and interpreting archaeological mega-structures for animal trapping in the Middle East and 

Central Asia 

 

The “Globalkites Project” (www.globalkites.fr) is aiming to define the chronology, the variability 

and the functionality of the ‘desert kites’, which are gigantic stone structures made of long walls 

or stone lines that converge into an enclosure flanked by several closed rooms, called cells. The 

kites are considered as hunting traps and regularly seem to work within a complex system 

leading to strong landscape modification. Their dating and how they were used have been 

unresolved questions for many years. The project is then proposing an interdisciplinary approach 

at the crossings of anthropology (archeology and ethnology), geomatics and geoarchaeological 

and bioarchaeological sciences. Another aspect of the project is the study of kites’ distribution, 

from Arabia to Mesopotamia, and to Caucasia to the Aralo-Caspian zone.  

A first step, consisting in observing and interpreting satellite imagery, led to the discovery of 

more than 5200 kites, while only a few hundreds were known at the beginning of the project. In 

order to explore the different aspects of our research agenda, the Globalkites team has been 

carried out surveys and excavations in four countries: Armenia, Jordan, Kazakhstan and Saudi 

Arabian. First results indicate a probable link between these structures throughout their very 

wide distribution, a link that still needs to be clarified. This new evidence suggests a hitherto 

underestimated scope that we have chosen to call the “kite phenomenon”. 
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Berkani Hayette (LAMPEA-Laboratoire Méditerranéen de Préhistoire Europe Afrique, UMR, 

Aix-en-Provence, France) 

 

Occupation de la Tassili du Fadnoun (Tassili Azger, Algérie) durant le Néolithique. Réflexions autour de la 

diversité architecturale des monuments funéraires d'après les données obtenues par  prospection 

aérienne, pédestre et satellitaire 

 

De par sa position géographique et son réseau hydrographique, la Tassili du Fadnoun a constitué 

un milieu favorable important au peuplement et à la diversité des activités humaines malgré les 

oscillations climatiques majeures (caractérisées par une alternance de phases humides et de 

phases arides) que le Sahara a connu durant l'Holocène. Cette permanence dans l’occupation de 

ce massif appartenant à la Tassili Azger est attestée par l'abondance et la diversité de ses 

productions culturelles parmi lesquelles figurent les célèbres gravures rupestres de la vallée de 

l'oued Djarat sur lesquelles se sont majoritairement concentrées les études archéologiques, 

depuis leurs découvertes. Les premières mentions archéologiques de la présence de monuments 

funéraires ne datent que du début des années 1960, grâce à la photographie aérienne.  La 

publication de J.-P. Savary (1966) est, malgré son ancienneté et ses imperfections, restée 

longtemps une référence indéniable pour de nombreux chercheurs qui ont alimenté la réflexion 

sur plusieurs questions essentielles relatives à l'orientation des monuments sahariens, leur 

complémentarité culturelle avec l'art rupestre et à l'origine des monuments de type à couloir et 

enclos. Nos reconnaissances conduites en 2009, 2011 et 2013 dans plusieurs zones de la Tassili 

du  Fadnoun ont permis de renouveler nos connaissances sur l'occupation préhistorique de ce 

massif et de soulever avec intérêt les questions de chronologie et de contexte sépulcral et 

géographique dans lesquels s'inscrivent certains types de monuments funéraires. Les résultats 

obtenus ouvrent d’intéressantes perspectives de comparaison avec d’autres massifs du Sahara 

centro-méridional.  
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Juan Puigdefabregas, Gabriel del Barrio Escribano, Jaime Martínez 
Valderrama, Marieta Sanjuan Martínez and Albert Sole Benet (EEZA-CSIC, Spain) 

 

Are the oases scattered in the empty desert space? Learning from present to understand the past 

 

The analysis of recent ecological and sociological information from several research projects in 

oasis at the Northern Saharan fringes highlights several features that might be relevant to better 

understand the past. There is no empty space in the dryland but two kinds of societies with 

different structures that interact to build a regional entity: the permanent nuclei, oasis, close to 

water resources, and the moving groups in between as nomadic societies. Both may be ethnically 

different or not and even of the same family, but anyway they benefit from that interaction and 

contribute to stability. The oases provide the nomads of security in their harsh and unpredictable 

desert conditions, in terms of foodstuff, water, tools and shelter. Nomads provide the oases with 

an invaluable benefit, which is information, particularly technological innovation, updating their 

surrounding situation, and also protection against other nomads. This complementarity between 

stuff and networking allowed some parsimony in both parts that keeping rather stable conditions 

during millennia. The European colonization and the late globalization cut radically with this state 

of things. Oases population started an unbound growth, which led the surroundings to 

irreversible land degradation by expansion of agriculture in fragile soils. The same happened with 

the nomad sedentarisation policies, which ultimate goal was keeping them under control at the 

cost of increasing land degradation. It would be interesting to know whether similar traits 

happened associated to the growth of agrarian kingdoms or empires in desert areas, such as 

Egypt. 
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Marina Gallinaro (Dipartimento Scienze dell'Antichità, Sapienza Università di Roma, Italy) 

 

Empty spaces are new places. The occupation of the Egyptian Western Desert at the end of the Middle 

Holocene 

 

The easternmost portion of the Sahara, also known as the Arba’in Desert, including the Egyptian 

Western Desert, is currently the hyper-arid area of the Sahara with average annual rainfall of 

around 5 mm. 

The region, together with the massifs of central Sahara, has been for a long period a core area 

for the study of human-environment interactions. The variety of geomorphological features, 

particularly sensitive to environmental changes, and a widespread and variegated record of 

archaeological contexts, set the basis to develop palaeoclimatic reconstructions and local 

sequences of human occupation, ending in the general model published by Kuper and Kröpelin 

(2006). As evoked by the title of their paper (Climate-controlled Holocene occupation in the 

Sahara: motor of Africa’s evolution), these researches gave a strong emphasis to the correlation 

between the flourishing past societies and the wet climatic periods, while more fragile regions 

would have been abandoned during the arid spells. 

Aim of the paper is to discuss critically the way this general model has been constructed, 

highlighting its potential and limits, and to propose a survey of recent data coming from several 

contexts of the Egyptian Western Desert (e.g. Farafra Oasis, Gilf Kebir, Nabta Playa area etc.) 

that are shedding new light on the occupation of the region at the end of the Middle Holocene. A 

different set of data, including archaeological features, radiocarbon dating, rock art evidence and 

palaeoecological data will be considered to emphasize the new role that these “empty” places 

continued to play. 
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Carla Lancelotti, Stefano Biagetti, Marco Madella (CaSEs Research Group, 

Universitat Pompeu Fabra, Spain); Andrea Zerboni (University of Milan, Italy); Donatella 
Usai and Sandro Salvatori (Center for Sudanese and Sub-Saharan Studies, Italy) 

 

Here comes the rain again. Rain-fed cultivations in drylands: a marginal landuse strategy? 

 

Rain-fed agriculture includes all those practices that rely on rainfall for the growth of cultivated 

plants. It is sometimes referred to as décrue agriculture and it is widely practiced along major 

rivers. Yet, ethnographic accounts and personal observations, confirm that this practice is carried 

out even far from permanent or major watercourses. Here, pockets of the landscape that retain 

moisture, are extensively used when rainfall is abundant. However, rain-fed agriculture is 

generally considered of marginal importance in arid lands, and its role in the adaptation of human 

groups to arid environments is still poorly understood. Its occasional character, coupled with the 

ephemeral remains left on the ground, makes of any archaeological and ethnographic study of 

rain-fed agriculture a hard task. In this paper we focus the data available for the Sahara, by means 

of a multi-pronged approach based on the use of satellite imagery, rainfall data, ethnohistorical 

accounts, and a preliminary fieldwork recently carried out in central Sudan. Also, we discuss the 

potential and the implications of the study of rain-fed agriculture for the understanding of past 

and present land use and its application for the creation of more refined models of land use in 

arid lands. 
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Thursday 16 – 14.00-15.30 

 

Stefano Biagetti (CaSEs Research Group, Universitat Pompeu Fabra, Spain and University of 

the Witwatersrand, South Africa); Stefania Merlo and Elhadi Alam (University of the 

Witwatersrand, South Africa); Jonás Alcaina-Mateos (CaSEs Research Group, Universitat 

Pompeu Fabra, Spain); Augustin Lobo (Institut de Ciencies de la Terra "Jaume Almera" –

CSIC, Spain); Francesc C. Conesa (CaSEs Research Group, IMF-CSIC, Spain); Jasper 
Knight (University of the Witwatersrand, South Africa); Hayette Bekrani (Laboratoire 

méditerranéen de préhistoire Europe Afrique-LAMPEA, France); Enrico R. Crema (University 

of Cambridge, UK); and Marco Madella (CaSEs Research Group, Universitat Pompeu Fabra 

and IMF-CSIC and ICREA, Spain) 

 

Developing remotely-sensed proxies for the study of late Holocene human–environment interactions in 

remote arid lands: a case study from the Central Sahara 

 

In this presentation we present the methods and first results of landscape and anthropic 

signature reconstruction as elaborated through our Earth observation approach. The Central 

Sahara region includes a variety of geomorphological features, such as palaeo-oases, dried 

riverbeds, fine-grained alluvial fans, and upland plateaux whose geomorphological characteristics, 

in combination with climate changes, have influenced patterns of human dispersal and socio-

cultural activities during the Holocene. Landscape characterization and geomorphic mapping are 

therefore fundamental in decoding the archaeological datum. In this paper we discuss the use of 

medium-, high-, and hyper-resolution remotely sensed data for the mapping of archaeological 

remains and the landscape characterization units of paleo- and contemporary hydrology and 

vegetation. 
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Jorge de Torres Rodríguez (Department of Africa, Oceania and the Americas, British 

Museum, UK) 

 

Between desert and sea: nomads and merchants in Western Somaliland 

 

Somaliland is a region characterized by an arid to semiarid environment. Despite this for 

hundreds of years, the region was a vital hub in the Red Sea linking some of the most important 

economic, cultural and political regions in the world, from the Mediterranean to the Middle East, 

Asia or the interior of Africa, and saw the emergence of important urban centres. However, 

political unrest has made archaeological research scarce and intermittent, and only recently has 

been resumed in the Somaliland area (Fauvelle-Aymar et al. 2011; 2015), although published data 

are, with a few exceptions, very limited. 

Since 2015, a Spanish archaeological project directed by the Institute of Heritage Sciences of the 

Spanish National Research Council (Incipit-CSIC) has been developed in Somaliland, the western 

part of Somalia, analysing the role of the region in the Indian Ocean networks and the local 

cultural processes, including the relationship between foreign merchants, sedentary communities 

and nomads, of whose archaeology virtually nothing is known.  

This paper presents a first approach to the archaeology of nomads in Somaliland, aimed to the 

identification, study and interpretation of their material remains –mostly, funerary monuments- 

through a combination of excavations and surveys (both physical and satellite-based). It pretends 

not only to document the material culture but to relate it to the landscape in which these 

communities, created a complex social, economic and symbolic world, linked with other groups 

and regions.    

 

References: 

 

Fauvelle-Aymar, F.-X., and Hirsch, B. (eds.) 2011. Espaces musulmans de la Corne de l'Afrique au 

Moyen Age. Études d'archéologie et d'histoire. De Boccard/Centre Français d'Études 

Éthiopiennes.  

 

Mire, S. 2015. Mapping the Archaeology of Somaliland: Religion, Art, Script, Time, Urbanism, 

Trade and Empire. African Archaeological Review, 32(1), 111-136. 
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Aliyu Isa Adamu (University of Dar es Salaam, Tanzania) 

 

An archaeological study of trade and exchange in Kiawa, Northwest-Nigeria 15th-19th Centuries AD 

 

Despite the onset of dry conditions and subsequent degradation of landscape in the Sahel of 

West Africa from about 2500BC, scholars have termed the 11th-14th Centuries AD as “West 

Africa’s golden age”. This is due to increased network connections perhaps borne out of the 

need for enhanced resilience. But studies on these commercial networks laid emphasis on the 

19th century and on prestige goods, most of which has been traced outside the region. This 

appears to be one-sided, preventing us from understanding how and what local communities 

contributed towards trading activities especially at settlements like Kiawa, Northwest-Nigeria 

described as a cross road town for the inter-regional trade from Katsina, Kano and Borno in the 

North to the south-western areas of Borgu and Nupe on the east-west trade network linking the 

Volta basin in Ghana. The settlement was abandoned in AD1806 following attacks by Jihad 

forces. It evidences major material remains: apart from the settlement wall that encloses 

approximately 18km2, remains of structures resembling house and granary foundations, dyeing 

pits, hearths, grinding stones and the supposed chief’s palace covering a vast area of 1,400m2 are 

visible. This proposed doctoral research intends to explore trade and exchange in Kiawa 15th-

19th Century. An initial trench of 1X1metre test pit on identified locations would expose 

artefacts and features from their original context as well as the recovery of archaeological 

sequence that will represent occupation as fully as possible. Prestige and personal goods would 

be differentiated by their relative non-continuous use in daily life. 
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Acquiline Chimwanda (University of Pretoria, south Africa) 

 

Environment History and Memory: An evaluation of drought and dry periods in south-central and south-

eastern Zimbabwe, 1940-present, and its archaeological implications 

 

Climate has affected human life and civilization since the emergence of early hominids to present 

day. Climatic impact can improve human life and cause societies to flourish or can be 

contributory in civilization’s to break down. The history of social formation and decline in 

Southern Africa is viewed in the context of climate changes by many researchers though other 

contributing factors are acknowledged. A critique analysis shows that there is a connection 

between climate change and distribution of complex societies in both central and Southern Africa 

in the last 2000 years (Huffman 1996:55). It against this background that the researcher intends 

to situate Iron Age cultural development and demise in the context of climate change, by 

examining environmental changes through evaluation of drought and dry periods in south-central 

and south-eastern Zimbabwe. The proposed research intends to document people’s memories 

of drought and dry periods from 1940 up to the present. A comparison of present drought and 

dry periods will be done against that which happened in the past so as to interpret environmental 

change.  People and environments are known to mutually exist. Therefore, constraints and 

opportunities presented resulted in adaptation, vulnerability, coping, sustainability and resilience 

of the society. Ethnography and consultation of relevant literature shall be done to have a wider 

understanding of climate change scenarios. Different concepts and theories of resilience will be 

applied throughout the research as this depends on situation and context. 

 

Key words 

Complex society, environmental change, drought and dry spells 
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Carla Klehm (Washington University in St. Louis, USA) 

 

Rethinking the peripheries of the periphery? Investigating social integration, environmental strategies, and 

the importance of local dynamics at the Kalahari's edge (ca. CE 700-1700) through aerial and 

geophysical surveys 

 

During the Middle and Late African Iron Age (CE 900-1840), trade in gold and ivory linked 

southern Africa’s developing trade centers to the Indian Ocean exchange network. As African 

products became increasingly important, polities emerged up to 1000km inland. One of these 

political centers, Bosutswe (CE 700-1700), exploited a strategic location at the eastern edge of 

the Kalahari in Botswana for 1000 years, as trade bottlenecked to access the ivory, exotic 

animals, salt, and metals coming from the Okavango Delta, Makgadikgadi Pans, and the Congolese 

Basin. However, to be a large, sedentary agropastoral settlement in a marginal environment 

implies the population employed flexible strategies to overcome ecological issues. Satellite 

communities likely buffered Bosutswe from the environmental impacts of population aggregation 

and rainfall variability by providing access to subsistence goods, trade items, and natural 

resources across a broader area. However, systematic studies of surrounding sites are severely 

lacking, the sociopolitical relationships that linked them together poorly understood (if addressed 

at all). 

The presentation focuses on ongoing research by Klehm in the Bosutswe region, where since 

2011 she has directed geophysical and aerial (drone) surveys and excavations that incorporate 

both nearby hilltop settlements and smaller, ephemeral sites (e.g. temporary camps for traders 

and hunter-gatherers, local agricultural and herding outposts, iron production sites) to address 

the intersection of local and regional dynamics in the African interior. Consistent with the 

workshop’s theme, this project employs a multi-scalar approach to examine social and 

environmental adaptations at peripheral sites that, consequentially, are not “peripheral” at all. 
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Thursday 16 – 16.00-17.30 

 

 

John Kinahan (Namib Desert Archaeological Survey, Namibia) 

 

Human exploitation of wild grass seed in the Namib Desert during the 2nd millennium AD: how hunter-

gatherers achieved food security in a hyper-arid environment 

 

Archaeological and recent ethnographic studies in the Namib Desert reveal the development of a 

highly specialized and ecologically constrained use of grass seed as a food resource. Seed from 

annual grasses was gathered from the underground caches of harvester ants where these 

resources could be found within reach of isolated and ephemeral seepages and rainwater ponds. 

The practice of seed gathering and processing has a clear archaeological signature, which includes 

visible traces of disturbance at ant nests, simple granaries, grinding sites and associated artifacts 

such as pottery and wooden winnowing equipment. 

The implications of this evidence are relevant to the archaeology of desert hunter-gatherers 

living under conditions approaching the limits of human tolerance. It appears that in the Namib 

Desert, hunter-gatherers were able to achieve a degree of food security by storing grass seed 

and by employing a system of resource management in which the desert landscape was effectively 

domesticated. This pattern of subsistence was deeply integrated with social practices, reflecting a 

clearly gendered sphere of activity in which the collecting and processing of wild grass seed was 

also an important component of rituals associated with the initiation of women. 
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Joseph Chikumbirike (Sol Plaatje University, South Africa) 

 

Modelling the ancient food security and palaeoenvironments: An archaeobotanical study of food crops 

and crop fields of the Zimbabwe Culture site of Chibvumani in Zimbabwe 

 

The study is an endeavor into palaeo-agro-ecosystems with a thrust in agricultural food crops. 

Agriculture is a broad category so central that as it has been to the Bantu culture history.The 

proposed study would like to start devising ways of visualizing and ideally or physically locating 

and examining the crop fields and food crops through which these farming communities 

subsisted, developed and expanded. Not much is understood about the palaeo-agro ecosystems 

of the Zimbabwe Culture or the Late Iron Age Communities particularly those in southern 

Africa (Mitchell 2002). This is particularly true when one does a literature review on the 

Zimbabwe Culture. The bulk of the literature focuses on architecture, authorship of settlements, 

faunal remain and of late conservation and heritage management. Crop fields and food crops are 

in no way offered as a comprehensive treatment. The proposed study will contribute in valuable 

and frequently novel ways the history of food crops of prehistoric cultures. The study will be 

cross disciplinary with crop biology, taxonomy and evolutionary agronomy, comparative and 

cultural anthropology archaeology and soil, and documentary sources all being exploited. This 

proposed study will seek to understand the soil around these not only from the chemistry point 

of view, but also from the ethnographic perspective and the preferred crops that are/were 

cultivated in those different types of soils from traditional perspective. In addition the proposed 

study will focus on archaeobotany (phytoliths and pollen) as methods of modelling ancient food 

crops for Chibvumani Zimbabwe Culture site. 
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Eugenio Bortolini (CaSEs Research Group, Department of Archaeology and Anthropology 

IMF-CSIC, Spain) 

 

Just a place to die? Investigating structural variability and spatial distribution of monumental funerary 

structures in Wādi Halfayin (Ad Dakhiliyah, Sultanate of Oman) 

 

This work analyses spatial and structural variability in 682 of monumental prehistoric tombs 

recently uncovered in the upper-central drainage basin of Wādi Halfayin (Ad Dakhiliyah, 

Sultanate of Oman). These funerary structures constitute the most conspicuous source of 

archaeological information known at present in the region, and testify to a seamless continuity in 

the use of the area from the Early Bronze Age (3100 BC) to the late second millennium BC. The 

empirical evidence collected in this previously unexplored corridor makes it possible to 

elaborate new hypotheses concerning micro and meso-scale dynamics underpinning the 

formation of a stratified funerary landscape. In particular, the research aims to: a) developing a 

standardised model of documentation that facilitates the following quantitative analysis of 

structural variability; b) inferring trends in the diachronic occupation of Wādi Halfayin to 

generate hypotheses on the possible location of prehistoric settlements in the area, and the 

development of new settlement strategies in a period of increasing aridity; c) ascertaining any 

significant relationships between tomb location and local environmental variables; and d) 

implementing methods for quantifying and mapping the surveyor’s uncertainty in attributing the 

chronology of surface structures, in order to facilitate and inform future archaeological 

investigations. 
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Cameron A. Petrie et al. (University of Cambridge, UK) 

 

Crossing the plateau - movement, interaction, interconnection, and transmission on the Iranian plateau in 

prehistory 

 

The Iranian plateau is the key geographical feature that links Western Asia to the South Asian 

subcontinent and Central Asia. The plateau is fringed by mountain ranges and piedmont zones, 

and much of the centre of the plateau is either mountainous or is dominated by various deserts. 

Despite its formidable geography, from the Neolithic period onwards, the plateau was occupied 

by sedentary communities who appear to have interacted over long distances. This paper will 

explore the issue of mobility across the Iranian plateau by considering the relationship between 

routes, landscapes and settlements, particularly the landscape context of settlements in the 

Neolithic and the Chalcolithic, and the dynamics of movement, interaction, interconnection, and 

transmission. 
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Marta Dal Corso (Institute of Pre- and Protohistory, Kiel University, Germany) 

 

Chalcolithic site of Maidanetske, central Ukraine (4100-3600 BCE) between mega-site and steppe 

development 

 

In the first half of the 4th millennium BCE, a series of Trypillian-Cucuteni mega-sites developed in 

a broad region in-between central Ukraine, Moldavia and Romania. Such settlements present 

astonishingly large and organized agglomerations of houses (up to ca. 3000 buildings, covering up 

to 300 ha) presumably reflecting the affirmation of a new socio-economic system. Many 

questions are still open about the chronological and functional relationships between sites as well 

as on an intra-site scale, and, further, about the driving forces behind their development and later 

abandonment. In addition, not much is known about long-term landscape changes of this 

continental environment and which role climate and humans have played in the expansion of the 

nowadays residual steppe grasslands. To face such issues, interdisciplinary research by a German-

Ukrainian team is ongoing at the Trypillian site of Maidanetske (Cherkasy Oblast, Ukraine), in a 

densely settled region during the Chalcolithic, at the current transition zone of forest-steppe. By 

means of geophysical survey, archaeological excavation, material studies of artifacts and biological 

remains, geochemical, pedological and botanical microfossils analyses, we aim to reconstruct 

human activities and landscape history at Maidanetske. In this presentation, preliminary results 

from the multiproxy study of on-site archaeological features and off-site archives will be 

discussed, underlying the challenge of handling such a huge record from a dryland archaeological 

case-study. The focus will be set on plant remains and issues related to taphonomy and 

preservation conditions within diachronic sediment sequences and selected archaeological 

contexts. 
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Friday 17 – 9.45-11.00 

 

Clement Camille (ArchAm-Archéologie des Amériques, UMR 8096, France) 

 

Traveling through the desert: the inter-valley areas of the north coast of Peru in the Chimú and Inca 

Period (900-1532 AD) 

 

In the desert of the north coast of Peru, pre-Hispanic populations, like the Chimú (900-1470 AD) 

and the Inca (until 1532 AD), developed large-scale irrigation networks in fluvial oases 

interspersed with arid areas where particular ecosystems appear punctually, as the lomas. While 

most of the known archaeological sites, such as Chan Chan, the capital of the Chimú kingdom in 

the Moche Valley, are located within these oases, among the cultivated fields, others are located 

several kilometers from the canals in the inter-valley arid lands. The presence of pre-Hispanic 

roads linking the oases of Moche and Chicama and settlements which were probably used as a 

road-relay show that these rather hostile areas were very busy places of passage, from ancient 

times to the Inca. What roles did these peripheral areas play in the development of the oases on 

the north coast? How did the Chimú and the Inca exploit and control these zones? 

Based on data from bibliography, satellite images, pedestrian surveys and ethnohistorical sources, 

we will study the development of the road networks and the relay-road settlements in the inter-

valley regions of the north coast of Peru, as well as the exploitation of natural resources, like the 

lomas, during the Chimú and Inca Period. The management and control of these marginal areas 

were essential for the Chimú and Inca rulers who administered vast territories over numerous 

river oases. 
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Michael Frachetti (Washington University in St. Louis, USA) 

 

Local diversification of pastoralist strategies in the arid/foothill ecotones of Central Asia 

 

Recent archaeology in the arid grasslands and foothills of Central Asia illustrate that mobile 

pastoralism developed as a regionally diversified socio-economic strategy in the early 3rd 

millennium BCE.  While we might expect ecological differences between lowlands and highlands, 

for example, to shape diverse strategies amongst nomads, detailed archaeological 

reconstructions of neighboring sites illustrate that nomadic strategies were highly localized, and 

thus demand more attention at the site scale if we are to appreciate the social, economic, and 

practical relationship between societies in adjacent ecotones, such as deserts, arid steppes, and 

foothill territories. We present case studies from Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan to illustrate the 

range of practices documented amongst “mobile” pastoralists and discuss the implications of 

seasonal climate factors such as rainfall on the geography of Bronze Age pastoralism across 

Central Asia (2500-1500 BCE) 

 

 

 

 

  



	 29	

Natalia Égüez (Institute for Pre- and Protohistoric Archaeology. Kiel University, Germany) 

 

Pastoralist Geo-Ethnoarchaeology in mobile communities from Eastern Mongolia Gobi Desert Steppe 

 

The Eastern Gobi Desert Steppe extends from the Inner Mongolian Plateau (China), northward 

into Mongolia. This ecoregion, a transitional zone between the Mongolian-Manchurian grassland 

in the north and the Alashan Plateau semi-desert in the south, is classified as a desolated cold 

shrub semi-desert area. Despite its low average annual precipitation (less than 120mm) and 

extreme average winter temperatures (max. -31.1° C and min. -52.9° C), this ecotone receives a 

flush of grass during summer that allows the area to be inhabited by sparse nomadic goat 

herders. As we consider dung as cultural material because of its importance for detecting human 

and animal activity in a site, here we present an interdisciplinary study of penning spaces from 

abandoned and in use winter nomadic herding campsites located in Dornogovi and Sükhbataar 

aimags. We combine Soil Micromorphology and Stable Isotopes Analysis (δ13C and δ15N) for 

producing a detailed characterization of mobile pastoralist ephemeral (and flexible) use of space 

and management of husbandry and natural resources. Moreover, we aim to better understand 

depositional and post-depositional processes along organic matter degradation in semi-arid lands 

microecologies. Thus, to contribute for a correct interpretation of the archaeological record in 

the Eurasian steppe. 
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Gianluca Bonora (Institute of History – ONLUS, Italy) 

 

Human-environment interactions in the Inner Syrdarya delta during the 2nd and 1st millennia BC: the 

creation of the Chirik Rabat culture 

 

Evidence from archaeological excavations, intensive surface survey, geo-archaeological and 

botanical investigations, as well as geo-spatial resources, have established parameters for the 

history of the human-environment interaction in the Inner Syrdarya delta (south-western 

Kazakhstan). This is a dry land crossed by numerous differently-sized water courses, which are 

characterised by an erratic and unpredictable periodicity. Systematic settled occupation of the 

region dates to the second half of the 2nd millennium throughout the 1st millennium BC. At that 

time, mobile pastoralists groups, having a nomadic cultural roots, progressively modified the 

alluvial and desert environment through the creation of walled and unwalled large centres, 

funerary barrows, mud-bricks mausoleums, and villages inhabited by farmers and breeders. 

Economical life was based on irrigated agriculture with a complex system of canals and other 

devices. Such an environmental constriction required a multiform capacity and adaptability by 

man, who responded to the absence water with the construction of reservoirs, dams and 

embankments as well as channels diverted from the main river courses. This multifaceted 

resilience allowed the establishment of a typical Central Asia civilisation, known as the “Chirik 

Rabat culture”. This culture was represented by a non-nucleated, very low in density, extensive 

and de-centralised settlement system. The large and fortified centres had no residential purposes, 

but they served as ceremonial centres with crucial socio-political and symbolic functions. 
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Friday 17 – 11.30-12.30 

 

Simone Mantellini (University of Bologna, Italy) 

 

Managing a Central Asian dryland: a multi-scalar and multi-temporal perspective from Samarkand 

(Uzbekistan) 

 

Located in the middle of the Eurasian landmass, Samarkand has always been a major socio-

political entity of ancient Sogdiana and today Uzbekistan. Despite its fame is closely connected to 

the rich trades along the Great Silk Road, historically Samarkand developed in close connection 

with its hinterland. Although the ecological variety – river, floodplain, steppe, foothill, mountain - 

ensures the presence of different resources, the arid conditions make life and economic activities 

almost impossible without an appropriate resource management, water most of all. Like 

elsewhere in Central Asia, the Samarkand oasis expanded thanks to a complex irrigation network 

that supplied settlements and fields with water. In the last two decades, the Uzbek-Italian 

Archaeological Expedition in Samarkand conducted activities both at regional and local scale in 

order to reconstruct the settlement dynamics and the landscape transformations of this territory 

in a diachronic perspective. An approach combining remote sensing techniques with geo-

archaeological field surveys unveiled the presence of 2000+ archaeological sites and several 

abandoned irrigation systems. Stratigraphic investigations and 14C dating suggest the systematic 

occupation of this area as early as the Hellenistic-post-Hellenistic centuries (3rd century BCE-1st 

century CE). A sort of master-plan ensured a rational exploitation of the territory, with urban 

spaces around the city and areas for irrigated agriculture in the plain and breeding in the foothill. 

According to this perspective, the growth of Maracanda is here considered as the result of the 

symbiotic interaction between settled farmers and semi-nomadic pastoralists. 
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Barbara Cerasetti (Dept. History Cultures Civilizations, University of Bologna, Italy) 

 

Understanding the interaction between farmers and herders in the Murghab Alluvial Fan (Turkmenistan) 

through the excavation of the Late Bronze Age site of Togolok 1 

 

In recent years our research in Turkmenistan has focused on the interaction between nomadic 

and sedentary culture in the alluvial fan of the Murghab River at the end of the Bronze Age. The 

long-term survey (1990-2009) in the northeastern section of the Murghab region and the 

excavations at mobile pastoralist settlements Chopantam (2000-2002) and Ojakly (2010) finally 

provided the first systematic information related to herders’ geographical occupation and the 

integration with sedentary co-inhabitants, as in the case of Adji Kui 1 (2013) and Togolok 1 

(2014-2015). 

Recent excavations undertaken at the Bronze Age settlement Togolok 1 suggest that mobile 

pastoralists lived in simple lean-to structures atop the site after its abandonment by the 

sedentary farmers, who used Namazaga VI pottery. However temporary, the activities of mobile 

pastoralists left a large quantity of potentially rich archaeological data behind, including lenses of 

burned domestic grains, the remains of food consumption, and of course handmade pottery. The 

last phases of large Bronze Age towns in the Murghab region are often characterized by this 

mobile pastoral presence and the focus of the present research is to identify the level of 

integration with sedentary farmers in Namazga VI settlements as well as in off-site area and open 

pasture lands. 
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Gianluca Frinchillucci (Perigeo NGO, Italy) 

 

Title and abstract TBA. 
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Saverio Kratli (IUAES Commission on Nomadic Peoples, UK) 

 

Ancient traces of what? The representation of drylands and pastoral systems 

 

Drylands variability is a structural difference that a bias perspective has historically 

conceptualised as a structural limitation. Yet, the theoretical understanding of drylands and 

pastoral systems has long undergone a U-turn from the legacy of classical ecology. The shift, in 

ecology first in the 1970s then in pastoral development in the 1990s, has hinged precisely on the 

way to represent asymmetric variability, from a disturbance in a natural world that tends towards 

uniformity and stability, to a constitutive part in a world of complex dynamics, where equilibrium 

is a small province rather than the universal rule. 

From this new perspective, scholars of pastoralism now find that the opportunities for food 

production in the drylands are better understood in relation to the producers’ strategy and their 

wider socio-economic context, rather than being determined by some inherent ecological trait.  

Dryland producers need to be skilled at keeping a ‘portfolio’ of means of production and 

strategies that can respond quickly to changes in conditions, engineering ‘virtual’ forms of 

‘stability’ only relatively to their own production goals, by combining, adjusting and diversifying as 

the uncertainty of the climatic conditions unfolds.  

Embedding variability in the production system in order to interface variability in the 

environment is key. This often means taking risk and specialise in managing it (e.g. mobility), 

rather than avoiding it in absolute terms. Therefore in the drylands risk reduction and risk 

management are not necessarily overlapping and might involve opposite strategies. This logic of 

production is illustrated in more detail by reference to pastoralist Wodaabe in Niger. 

By taking and managing risk, pastoralists can obtain higher levels of productivity from conditions 

of structural variability than would be anticipated based on the average available resources. For 

example, they can stretch ‘the length of the growing period’ (both the period of green pasture 

and the period the livestock put on weight) relatively to the production system – tracking or 

even inducing ephemeral concentrations of key resources. Variability is also embedded in the 

production system through communal and flexible forms of land tenure and through forms of 

crop-livestock integration that take place in discontinuous ways well above the scale of the farm. 

Operationalising the new perspective on drylands and pastoral systems includes the need to 

update the methodological infrastructure to talk about pastoral systems and plan around drylands 

and pastoral development.  
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Underlying assumptions about stability and uniformity, that are a legacy of equilibrium thinking, 

remain entrenched in the technical language and the toolbox of researchers. This presentation 

concludes discussing a few examples deemed particularly relevant to dryland archaeology 
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Registration fees 
 
No registration fees will be required to attend the conference. Participation to the social dinner on 

Thursday night will be at the attendees’ own expenses (price and venue tba). The cost of the dinner will 

be kept as low as possible in order to allow the maximum number of people to participate in this event. 

 

Venue 
 

The workshop will take place in the Auditori Mercé Rodoreda (building 23/24 in the following map), at 

Universitat Pompeu Fabra Campus Ciutadella. 

 

Travel to Barcelona 
Barcelona is a well-linked and easy-to-access city by plane, 

ship, train, bus and private vehicle. 

By plane 
Barcelona airport is located in El Prat del Lobregat and 

both low-cost and non low cost companies fly there. 

Once there, there are different options to reach the city: 

- By train. Trains leave from Terminal 2 (T2) train station. 

Barcelona airport has a free shuttle to link T1 and T2 in 

just 5’. The train takes 18’ to reach Estació de Sants, the 

central train, bus and tube station. 

- By bus. The aerobus leaves from T1 or T2 and arrives to 

Plaza Catalunya,. It leaves every 5’-10’ (far more frequent than the train) and takes approximately 30’. 

There is also a local urban bun (n. 46) that leaves form both T1 and T2 and goes to Plaza de Espanya. If 

reaching Barcelona airport at night, it is possible to take the night bus N17 from T1, or the N16 from 

T2 to Plaza de Espanya. 

Low cost companies also fly to Girona and Reus airports, which are located close to Barcelona (c. 1 hour) 

and are connected to the city by bus or train. 

By train 
Barcelona is connected to several Spanish and European cities by train.  

By bus 
There are two main bus stations, Sants Estació and Estació del Norte from which it is possible to get the 

tube to Plaza Catalunya. 

 
Local transport in Barcelona 
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Barcelona is extremely well connected by public transport of bus, tram and metro. All relevant 

information can be found on the TMB website. The system is very well integrated and relatively cheap: a 

10-journey card that allows you to travel on all transports within the city (metro, bus, tram and trains) 

costs c. 10 euros. 

The closest metro station is Ciutadella-Villa Olimpica on Line 4 (yellow). Buses H16, V27, V21, 92 and 36 

all stop within 5 minutes walk from the venue; both Wellington and Ciutadella-Vila Olimpica Tram stops 

(lines T4 and T5) are located next to the University buildings. 

 

 

Accommodation in Barcelona 
 

Barcelona has a broad touristic tradition and experience in the organisation of international events. 

Therefore, there are multiple accommodation choices with a varied range of prices, quality and proximity 

to the conference venues.  

The organizing committee will be happy to assist attendees with accommodation bookings. 

 

 

 


