
 
 

 

Second Online Research Seminar Series on  

“Early Urbanization in Iran;  

Development of Urban Centers in the Iranian Plateau” 

 

We are pleased to announce the Second Online Research Seminar series on “Early Urbanization in 

Iran; Development of Urban Centers in the Iranian Plateau”.   

We held the first series of these seminars during November-December 2020. For several 
reasons we have decided to continue the series, which would be of great importance specifically 
for archeology students and burgeoning newly minted-archeologists in Iran: 

  
First; the significance of the period they will cover. The time frame expands from the fourth 
millennium to the late second millennium B.C. during which new organizations and 
institutions in the entire ancient world, including its centers located in the Indus Valley, 
Central Asia, Iranian Plateau Mesopotamia, Anatolia, and the Eastern Mediterranean and 
Egypt. 

  
Secondly, the Iranian Plateau has a specific geographical position, located at the center of the 
crossroads connecting the Harappa and the Central Asian civilizations to the east and the 
Mesopotamian, Anatolian, and the Syrian Markets to the west. These distances were connected 
by intermediate markets controlling the movement of both raw materials and finished objects, 
as well as the transference of ideas and cultures throughout the globalized trade network of the 
Bronze Age.  

  
The third reason is the diversity of the complexity of the Iranian cultural landscape of the 
Bronze Age with its various centers including the Susiana plain in the southwestern and Fars 
region, Halil Rud basin, Helmand Basin in southeast Iran, and the Great Khorasan (the so-
called BMAC Bacterian-Magiana Archaeological Complex), in the Gorgan Plain and north-east 
Iran and the Kura-Araxes cultures in north-west Iran. Despite all the differences among these 
diverse cultures, they share the same characteristics. However, this diversity also evokes 
problems in the interpretations of the urbanization process in Iran. As a result, there remain 
many unanswered questions concerning the origin, the chronology of these cultures, and their 
inter-regional and trans-regional interactions that require new non-linear multidisciplinary 
approaches. 

  
Fourth and last, most of the scholars and archaeological specialists in this field, who have 
excavated in the major sites in Iran, and have done in the past and are still conducting their 
studies out of Iran. Gathering all these scholars together in Iran, due to the current challenges 
we are facing in the present, will not be possible in the immediate future. For this reason, we 
at the Department of Archaeology at the University of Pars, Society for Iranian Archaeology, 
University of Lumier Lyon 2, Archeorient and Padova University, have decided to organize the 
second series of these virtual seminars.  



 
 

 

 Final Program of the Second Research Seminar Series on “Early Urbanization in Iran”  
  

No. Lecturer   Affiliate  Title Date  

1 Dr. John Alden Research Affiliate, 
Museum of 
Anthropological 
Archaeology, 
University of 
Michigan  

 

Urbanism at Ancient Anshan - 
Comparing “the Banesh and 
Kaftari Cities” 

 

8th February  

2 Dr. Massimo 
Vidale 

 

(A. H. Kavosh, R. 
Naseri, I. Caldana, 
F. Dessert, Z. 
Mahjoob, L. 
Keikha) 

 
University of 
Padova, UNIPD, 
department of 
Cultural Heritage; 
Archaeology and 
History of Art, 
Cinema and Music 
DBC 

 
 
 
“A warehouse in 3rd millennium 
BC Seistan and its accounting 
technology” 

 

 

 

 

15th 
February  

3 Dr. Cameron 
Petrie 

Reader in South 
Asian and Iranian 
Archaeology 
Fellow of Trinity 
College 
Director of Studies, 
Trinity College, 
Cambridge 
University 

New approaches to 
reconstructing settlement 
landscapes in the Indus River 
Basin and routes of 
communication across the 
Iranian Plateau: insights from 
the Land, Water and 
Settlement and TwoRains projects  

 

 

22nd 
February  

4 Dr. Ali Vahdati 
Researcher, Field 
Archaeologist at 
Cultural Heritage 
Organization of 
Northern Khorasan 

Distribution of BMAC Material 
Culture Across Khorasan and 
Sistan 

 

1st March  

5 Dr. Holly 
Pittman 

Curator of the Near 
East Section of the 
University of 
Pennsylvania 
Museum of 
Archaeology and 
Anthropology, 
University of 
Pennsylvania  

 

Early Urbanization in Kerman 
province during the third 
millennium BCE What, where, 
and why. 

 

 

8th March 


